
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The Tuscaloosa City Council on Tuesday approved the plans for Riverfront Village, a 

$42 million community along Black Warrior River on a site that has been vacant since 2005. 

Chance Partners developer Christopher Kritzman presented the plans for the village, and 

pointed out the changes that had been made to accommodate the council’s concerns with the previous 

plans made by Carter development company.  

“You said the complex looked closed off, too gated,” said Kritzman. “Now it really has no 

backside. Every side is an entrance.”  

The council also requested that the units be scaled down from the original plans, to avoid being 

used by undergraduate students. The units are limited to three bedrooms per apartment, and the 

largest building is only four stories high, two fewer than the initial pitch.  

Kritzman made it clear that the apartments were not meant to be student housing. The target 

renters will be young professionals, empty-nesters, and grad students, Kritzman said.  

Also per the council’s request, the plans have room for retailers and restaurants, totaling to 

about one fifth of the total development. Kritzman used an artist’s depiction of the potential village to 

show the atmosphere it could have.  

“We think there’s a really great place for a café here,” said Kritzman. “We want it to have this 

urban feel. We want it to be walkable.” 

Councilman Lee Garrison, a vocal supporter of the development, expressed his high hopes for 

the project.  

“It’s an incredible day for Tuscaloosa,” said Garrison. “This is gonna be another incredible 

project for our community.” 

After the meeting, Councilman Bob Lundell said Chance Partners’ adjustments were exactly 

what the council had asked for.  

“We really wanted to focus on retail, and limiting the number of beds,” said Lundell. “So they 

came back with 20% retail and a lot less beds per acre. They did a really great job with it.” 

Chamber of Commerce President Jim Page attended the meeting, and expressed his support for 

the project as an audience member.  

“The public investment you made along the riverfront is now bearing fruit for private 

investment,” said Page. 

In other action:  

  - Mayor Maddox declared April 2013 to be Autism Awareness Month. 



  - The council authorized the amendment of the $43.9 million Disaster Recovery Action 

Plan, allocated to repair tornado damage.  

  - The council submitted an application to the state for a grant under the Emergency 

Solutions Grant program for the cost of emergency shelters and to prevent homelessness in the wake of 

disasters.  

  - Environmental Coordinator Ashley Boudreaux announced the expansion of 

Tuscaloosa’s Lakefest to three days. (William Barshop/JN 311) 

   


